

MINUTES OF THE 2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD ON 2 MARCH 2004
The AGM of the OU Astronomy Club was held at 7.30 p.m. in the Systems Seminar Room on the OU Walton Hall Campus.  20 Members were present.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Nancy Dise and Barrie Jones.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Circulated previously and approved.

3. MATTERS ARISING

None.

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the club had enjoyed another very successful year with a number of club activities and excellent monthly talks.  He thanked the Observatory Working Group for their hard work over the past year in setting up the telescope and procedures for its operation.  Although there is still a little more work to do, the telescope is already being used to test some experimental work proposed for the Astronomy Residential School.  On behalf of the Members, he thanked Peter Hudson and Tim Walker for their interesting monthly lectures.  
5.
TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer presented the annual accounts.  The Club had been fortunate to received a grant from the OU Club for equipment and a list of possible purchases was also circulated to Members for consideration at a future meeting.
The Treasurer recommended that the membership fees remain unchanged at £8 for OU Staff and £10 for non-OU Staff.  Subscriptions are now due.
6.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary reported that the Club had 34 Members, 19 of whom were members of the OUAstroclub Yahoo Group.  She urged all members to join and to make good use of this facility to exchange information between Club meetings.  She thanked Peter Hudson for providing copies of the Sky Notes which are also now uploaded onto the Yahoo Group facility. For the first year, Membership Cards were issued as proof of membership so that access to the OU facilities could be obtained.  New cards will be issued for the coming year.  Three articles were published in OU Magazines, and an invitation was made to all OU staff to view Mars, which was much appreciated.  Three outside speakers were invited during the year, the remaining lectures being provided by members of the OU Physics and Astronomy Department and Planetary and Space Science Research Institute.
7.
REPORT BY THE OBSERVATORY WORKING GROUP

Steady progress is being made on setting up procedures and calibrating the telescope.  There remains a problem with alignment which cannot be maintained due to the free-standing nature of the plinth and this is being investigated.  New focussing equipment has been purchased which now enables observers to adjust the eyepiece as opposed to the mirror for clearer viewing.  
Unfortunately, lighting from the new library is upsetting viewing but a protocol to have the lights switched off on viewing evenings is being established.

8.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following were re-elected unopposed:


Chairman
Dr Andrew Norton


Treasurer
Mr John Walters


Secretary
Mrs Peta Jellis

9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

9.1
Access by Members to the Observatory

In response to a question as to when other members might use the Observatory, it was agreed that procedures need to be discussed and published so that all could enjoy the facility under supervision by knowledgeable keyholders.  

Action: Chair to develop proposals

9.2
Purchase of Equipment

A “shopping list” of equipment for purchase was circulated.  It was agreed that this would be discussed at a future meeting when procedures for the use of the Observatory are formalised.
Action: Chair/Treasurer

9.3
Observing Projects for OU Astronomy Club 

Proposals for projects to undertake by Club Members need to be defined.  Agreed to discuss at next meeting of the Club.

Action: Chair

9.4
Transit of Venus

This event will take place on 8 June and the Science Faculty have been in consultation with the BBC on making a programme on this and other significant astronomy events.  Details are still being finalised but it is hoped that the OU Astronomy Club will undertake daytime observations on campus.
9.5
Astronomy Club Web Site

The Secretary was asked to investigate an old, out of date site, which is still available.

Action: Secretary

10
There being no other business, the AGM Closed at 8.15 pm and continued with its usual business of Monthly Sky Notes from Peter Hudson; Astronomy News by Tim Walker and a very interesting talk by Mike Frost on Camera Obscuras.
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